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tale, how long ago they had dwelt in the broad Hypereia, near to the rude and gigantic Kykl&pes, who were mightier than they and did them sore harm, until Nausithoos led them away to Scheria, and there built them a city and planted them vineyards and raised temples to the gods.1 Here we have no sooner recalled to mind the nature of the Eykl6ps as the storm-cloud which clings to, or keeps its flocks, on the rough mountain-side, than the whole story becomes transparent. The broad Hypereia is the upper region, where dwell also the Hyperboreans in their beautiful gardens. Nay, we may safely say that the Phaialdans are the Hyperboreans who have been driven from their early home by the black vapours between whom and themselves there can be no friendship. From these malignant foes they* can but fly to Scheria, their fixed abode,2 where these rugged shepherds 3 cannot trouble them,
This new home then is that ideal land far away in the tfhe palace west, over which is spread the soft beauty of an everlasting twilight, unsullied by unseemly mists and murky vapours, where the radiant processions which gladden the eyes of mortal men only when the heavens are clear are* ever passing through the streets and along the flower-clad hills. On this beautiful conception the imagination of the poet might feed, and find there an inexhaustible banquet ; and we need only mark the several images which he has chosen to see how faithfully he adheres (and it may be unconsciously) to the phenomena of cloud-land. He who has seen in the eastern or western sky as lit up by the rising or setting sun the cloud-capped towers and gorgeous temples catching the light on their burnished faces, can well feel whence came the surpassing and everlasting glory of the palace and the gardens of Alkinoos. In those marvellous scenes which more than all other painters Turner delighted to transfer to paper or canvas, we may see the walls and chambers of that splendid dwelling gleaming with the lustre of the sun or the moon, the brazen Walls with their purple bands and stringcourses,
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